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SUBJECT: CHANGES AT WUHAN STEEL MILL 

1 USLO OFFICER WHO VISITED WUHAN STEEL MILL IN 
SEPTEMBER, 1977 OBSERVED THAT OPERATIONS HAD SIGNFICANTLY 
IMPROVED WHEN HE REVISITED THE PLANT ON APRIL 10. IN THE 
NUMBER ONE STEEL MILL THE 250 TON OPEN HEARTH FURNACE THAT 
HAD COLLAPSED AND BEEN UNDER REPAIR LAST YEAR WAS FULLY RE- 
PAIRED AND PRODUCING STEEL. WHEN VISITED, THE STEEL MILL 
APPEARED TO HAVE IN USE BOTH 250 TON OPEN HEARTH FURNACES 
AND PERHAPS 4 OR 5 OUR OF SIX 500 TON FURNACES. THE APPEAR- 
ANCE OF THE STEEL MILL HAD VASTLY IMPROVED. FEW WORKERS WERE 
IDLE AND OPERATIONS APPEARED TO BE ORDERLY. 

2. THE NUMBER ONE AND NUMBER FOUR BLAST FURNACES WERE CON- 
FIRMED TO BE IN OPERATION. THE OTHER TWO BF’S WERE PROABLY 
WORKING BUT THIS COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED. 

3. A MILL OFFICIAL STATED THAT THE NEW STEEL MILL 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION WILL POSSESS THREE 50 TON CONVERTERS 
AND WILL HAVE A 1.5 MILLION TON ANNUAL CAPACITY, WHICH 
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IS LESS THAN THE 2.5 MILLION ON CAPACITY OF THE PRESENT 
MILL. THIS MILL SHOULD BEGIN SOME LIMITED PRODUCTION THIS 
YEAR, HE SAID. NO NEW BLAST FURNACES WILL BE BUILT FOR 
THE NEW PLANT. THE FOUR EXISTING BF’S WILL "TAP THEIR 
POTENTIAL" TO PRODUCE PIG IRON FOR THE NEW PLANT. 

ACRM THE OFFICIAL STATED THAT WUHAN HAD FULFILLED ITS 1977 
PRODUCTION PLAN AND THAT IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1978 IT 
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HAD FULFILLED 25 PERCENT OF THE ANNUAL PLAN, AN HISTORIC 
ACHIEVEMENT. 
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